
Danbury Digest 
          Graduation Edition  Summer 2018

There were 664 graduates in the Danbury High School Class of 2018. Commencement ex-
ercises were held June 22 at the school. Nearly 90 percent of the graduating class is expected 
to attend college in the fall.
Here are some quotes from members of the graduating class who addressed their peers:

Julianna Carney
Class Valedictorian 

“Today, we are on the cusp of major change. I learned that you must take advantage of every 
opportunity you encounter. As you go forward, do not limit yourself to only choices with 
which you are comfortable and familiar. Certainly, I realize that not every new experience 
we encounter will be positive. My harrowing taste of basil ice cream clearly reminded me 
of that. Regardless of any discomfort you encounter, each new adventure you embark upon 
will enrich your life with new meaning. Similar to my small ice cream shop, the future holds 
an endless amount of flavors, and I urge you to try them all.”

          (cont’d  next page)
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Naomi Thomas
Senior Class President

“This moment is for the first generation students whose parents could only act as a motiva-
tion, not a tutor to pick up where their teacher left off. For all girls who have been told they 
have an attitude and that they are being rude. After today, take the time to analyze how far 
you have come and remember that this is not the farthest life will take you. Take a moment 
to remember. You will come to realize that you are living in what once was a dream. You are 
accomplishing your parents’ dream. We are our ancestors’ wildest dreams.”

Gino Baratta
Student Speaker

“….take these four years where we were thrusted into unfamiliar terrain, faces, cultures, 
individuals so foreign to us that we had no idea how to react, but yet despite all of this we 
adapted, we grew, and from this experience, leave here with a more forward outlook on the 
world. I truly believe that many of us are destined for greatness . . . We all have our own 
ideas of success, whether it is teaching young minds, earning six figures or being a parent to 
the next generation. Our aspirations are equal in their own regard, and no one can take that 
away from us.”

Kanalla Hay
Student Speaker

 “Not many people have truly known all of me throughout my lifetime, even I am unsure of 
who I truly am deep within, but now is the time for self-discovery. If you already know who 
are, then I congratulate you, and if you don’t I encourage you to work at it. Embrace change, 
try everything and make a million mistakes because we are young and we’ve got a whole lot 
of journey and life ahead of us all . . . I can honestly say it has been a privilege meeting you 
all.”

DHS Class of 2018 (from page 1)



DHS Class of 2018!
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Where our DHS graduates are headed
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Eight-eight percent of the DHS Class of 2018 applied to college. Below is a list of 
schools DHS (including ACE and WERACE) students will be attending in the fall:

Yale University     Cornell University
U.S. Military Academy - West Point  New York University
Rochester Institute of Technology   Dartmouth
Virginia Tech      Purdue University
George Washington University    Worcester Polytechnic Institute
Hofstra University      Fairfield University
Sacred Heart University    Fordham University
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute   Western Connecticut State University
University of Connecticut    Naugatuck Valley Community College
Central Connecticut State University Southern Connecticut State University
Quinnipiac University     University of Hartford
Eastern Connecticut State University  U.S. Coast Guard Academy



Danbury’s ACE Class of 2018: 
Love, kindness, compassion, determination
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It was the final graduation ceremony for Sandra Atanasoff as principal of the Alternative Center for Excel-
lence. This time, however, instead of telling them to head off into the future and become whatever they want, 
Atanasoff ’s message was a little more grounded and a lot more serious. She told them to be good people, to 
not be the people in the media taking advantage of others. Atanasoff knows what her students are made of 
– and she implored of them to go into the world with the knowledge that being honest and caring was more 
important than most other aspirations.
And then she said goodbye, for now.
“This has been the most rewarding experience of my life,” Atanasoff said, “being your principal.”
Twenty-two students graduated from the district’s alternative high school on June 21 and most are going on to 
college.
Brian Bardo, grandfather of student Gabe Bardo who was killed last August, presented a memorial scholar-
ship to one of the graduates, and told the students to choose love and kindness over hate, as his grandson did.
Each of the graduates is given an opportunity to make a speech and most of the graduates took this time to 
explain how they were lost at a larger high school and needed more attention, and ACE took them in and 
made them into the people they are today.
Graduate Billy Houle said he had gotten himself into a lot of trouble before coming to ACE.
“You made me a better person because you took me in when no one else would,” Houle said.
Eddie Cortes said he learned how to work with others and accept people as they are. In the beginning, he only 
came to school twice a week and realized that he wanted to go to college and with the support of his teachers, 
he started taking school more seriously.
Labelled the troubled kid, Caitlin Delaney was failing school when she came to ACE. At ACE she had to re-
peat her freshman year, but at the end of her first year at ACE, she ended up back with her class in 11th grade. 
“I was listened to and not judge,” Delaney said. “I went to having a plan and following it.” She will attend col-
lege in Florida in the fall.
“I would like to thank ACE for changing me into a better person,” said graduate Gianni Alessandro said. “Do 
what you have to do now so you can do what you want to do later, life is all about the decisions you make.”
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ACE Class of 2018!
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WERACE graduates celebrate accomplishments

Western Connecticut Regional Adult & Continuing Education (WERACE) graduated 46 students at its 
June 14 commencement exercises.
The regional program offers adult education services to seven Fairfield County towns to eligible stu-
dents age 17 and over.
Regional director Terence Cunningham told students that he recognized that they all faced obstacles 
and were serious about dedicating time and effort toward getting an education.
“That’s why you’re here today,” Cunningham said. “No matter what obstacles get in your way, stay fo-
cused on the task at hand.”
He also asked that they look to the audience and be thankful for the support they had to reach their 
goals.
“Someone in this audience has helped you lay the foundation for success,” he said. “This is a first step. 
Don’t stop here. I challenge you to take the next step. Remember that today’s accomplishments were 
yesterday’s impossibilities.”
Dr. William Glass, assistant superintendent of Danbury Public Schools, shared his story of growing up 
in poverty in Bridgeport and told the graduates that he knew what they had to overcome to get here.
“We are so proud of you,” Glass said. “You had a harder row to hoe than other folks, and yet you did it.”
Board of Education Farley Santos reminded them that accomplishment comes from hard work and that 
it’s ok to fail sometimes because they learn from failure. He also told them they have their whole lives 
ahead of them filled with opportunities, but asked them also to “try to do your best to give back to your 
community.”
Graduate Andy Cruz speaker, shared that he was lost his freshman year of high school and didn’t know 
much English. He stopped going to school, got in trouble and then struggled to come back after many 
bad experiences. Emotionally overwhelmed, Cruz broke down during his speech, but a supportive au-
dience and class encouraged him to keep going. He thanked his family and supporters for their help in 
turning his life around.
Trevor Dyer, son of the late Danbury mayor James Dyer, was sworn in in early June to the U.S. Coast 
Guard where he is now training.  He talked about how he dropped out during his senior year at Dan-
bury High School before returning to WERACE to finish and where he found respect and honor. At 
the Coast Guard he said he will finally work toward the goal he’s had since age 12 of being a search and 
rescue specialist/survival technician.
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THREE MIDDLE SCHOOLS CELEBRATE ‘MOVING UP’

Eighth-grade students move up to high school

More than 800 Danbury students officially became high school freshmen as they moved up 
from their middle schools. Westside Middle School Academy, Rogers Park Middle School 
and Broadview Middle School promoted their eighth-grade students on June 26. The three 
separate events were held at the Danbury High School auditorium.
Ninety percent of the rising freshmen will attend Danbury High School; some students will 
be attending Immaculate High or Henry Abbott Technical School.
   

Westside student speakers Timothy 
Chen, Val Chia and Khushi Pariikh

Great experiences hinge on peak moments, a collection of positive moments which 
occur in the presence of elevation, insight, pride, and connection . . . Cherish these 
moments, and those who helped create them: our teachers, student leaders, friends, 
and school staff. Over summer break, and within our beautifully renovated high 
school, look forward to creating defining peak moments.
            Khushi Parikh, rising DHS freshman
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 Preschool program graduates first class

The Danbury Public Schools Learning Tree Preschool gradu-
ated its first class of six students who will be heading to kin-
dergarten in the fall.

The Danbury Public Schools Readiness Program, a state li-
censed and NAEYC-accredited program, graduated 37 stu-
dents going to kindergarten in the fall.

Readiness program readies students for kindergarten



Danbury Board of Education

Danbury Digest   page 10                Graduation Issue 
 

Congratulations to all of our graduates. Congratulations to 
the families and friends who have supported these students 
through their years at Danbury High School. I also extend a 
congratulations to all of the students who were promoted from 
pre-school and kindergarten to fifth grade and middle school. 
You have all made us proud.

Our graduates are off to many amazing endeavors, including 
West Point, the U.S. Coast Guard, and top colleges and univer-
sities. Some of our students will enter the workforce, well pre-
pared for a career that was thought-out and planned for while 
they were here in high school. Everyone is on a good path, and 
I hope that you return often to tell us how you are doing and 
how Danbury schools were just the beginning of your success.

To everyone, enjoy the summer -- you certainly earned it. We 
look forward to seeing you in the fall where we will all be ready 
to pick up where we left off and continue with the good work 
we always do.

Cheers,
Dr. Sal V. Pascarella
 

Dr. Sal Pascarella
Superintendent

Board of Education
Members

Rachel Chaleski
Gladys Cooper
Richard Hawley

   Richard Jannelli
Patrick Johnston
Frederick Karrat
David Metrena 

  Kathleen Molinaro
Emanuela Palmares

Farley A. Santos
Amy Spallino
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